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HICs vs LMICS – what imagery in global health tells us about hegemony

Experience with WHO…

A request for slide set on ‘behaviour change in antimicrobial stewardship’ for West 
Africa 

Where are the African collaborators?

‘We need to add our WHO branding on your slides…’

What image would you have chosen for that slide set?



HICs vs LMICS – what imagery in global health tells us about hegemony



Images are stories



Study Aims

To review imagery use in public-facing grey literature related to

infectious diseases to deliver insight into how imagery use can

be made equitable, respectful, and relevant.



Study Design
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• Relevance
• Integrity
• Consent
• Representation

Two reviewers, independently

Actors: WHO, Bill & Mellinda
Gates Foundation, Wellcome
Trust, UNICEF, GAVI, World Bank

Inclusion:
• At least one image 

containing human subject
• Published between 2015 -

2022
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Assessment criteria 

Charani et al., Lancet Global Health, 2022
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Representation and Relevance
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Tendency to overrepresent people of colour without clear link to health topic 
or due contextualisation. 

(7) (8) (9)

Charani et al., Lancet Global Health, 2022

Representation and Relevance



Representation and Relevance

Are images of patient populations relevant to the 
messaging of the report’s content? Can this be clarified 
with contextual aids?

Charani et al., Lancet Global Health, 2022



Integrity

Depictions of vulnerability were gratuitous and failed to protect the 
dignity of the image subjects. 



Integrity

Where image subjects are shown in a vulnerable state, 
has this been done sensitively and purposefully?

Charani et al., Lancet Global Health, 2022



Charani et al., Lancet Global Health, 2022 Images from WHO, World Bank, RCOG, UK Website

Issues of relevance, integrity, consent and 
representation were revealed 

Visual framing of global health and AMR

Speaking to colonialism

Othering of diseases

Reflecting policy agendas, interests of different 
actors and dealing with global health and AMR



Consent

Children used as props in staged photographs

Is there clear evidence of informed consent from the image subjects (or 
their guardians if children)? 

Charani et al., Lancet Global Health, 2022
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