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AWaRe Classification of 
Antibiotics

Included in WHO draft EML & to be included in NEMLC guidelines

https://aware.essentialmeds.org/list


Existing Guidelines
• NEMLC – PHC, Adult, PaediatricDepartment of Health

• EML Antibiotic Book – final version expected soonWHO

IMCI

CDDEP African Treatment Guidelines

SAASP

• Pneumonia
• URTIs
• Bronchiolitis, etc.

Individual Conditions or 
Clinical Syndromes



General Principles
All aim to improve care

Some include focus on clinical diagnosis e.g. AOM, ABRS

Potentially include laboratory stewardship aspects, especially 
specimen collection

Many highlight where antimicrobials are not indicated

• Watchful Waiting & Symptomatic Treatment
Should provide evidence for recommendations, strength of 
recommendations, disclosures, external comments



General Principles

Recognise local circumstances
• Microbiology and AMR
• Available medicines

May contradict each other (& themselves!)

Provide guidance, but not prescriptive
• Valid reasons exist to deviate from guidelines

May justifiably vary: PHC vs. Paediatric vs. Adult
• But, preferably should align



Access Watch Reserve
Amikacin
Amoxicillin
Amoxicillin + clavulanic 
acid
Ampicillin
Benzathine 
benzylpenicillin
Benzylpenicillin
Cefadroxil
Cefalexin
Cefazolin
Chloramphenicol
Clindamycin
Cloxacillin
Doxycycline
Flucloxacillin
Gentamicin
Metronidazole
Nitrofurantoin
Sulfamethoxazole + 
trimethoprim
Phenoxymethylpenicillin

Azithromycin
Cefaclor
Cefepime
Cefotaxime
Cefoxitin
Ceftazidime
Ceftriaxone
Ciprofloxacin
Clarithromycin
Doripenem
Ertapenem
Erythromycin
Fusidic Acid
Imipenem/cilastatin
Kanamycin
Levofloxacin
Meropenem
Moxifloxacin
Neomycin
Ofloxacin
Piperacillin + tazobactam
Rifampicin
Tobramycin
Vancomycin

Aztreonam
Cefiderocol
Ceftaroline
Ceftazidime + 
avibactam
Colistin
Daptomycin
Eravacycline
Faropenem
Fosfomycin
Imipenem + cilastatin
+ relebactam
Linezolid
Meropenem + 
vaborbactam
Minocycline
Oritavancin
Polymixin B
Tedizolid
Tigecycline

https://aware.essentialmeds.org/list


When are antibiotics not 
needed?

Acute diarrhoea, unless significant blood

Bronchitis

Pharyngitis & Tonsillitis in young children & most adults (3-21y)

AOM and sinusitis (if mild)

Some Eye & Skin Infections (if mild)



When are antibiotics 
recommended?

• AOM & ABRS – when clinical diagnosis correct!
• Pharyngitis – right age group
• COPD exacerbations – if not mild
• Pneumonia
• SSTIs
• UTIs
• Bacterial lymphadenitis
• Diarrhoea – cholera, bloody, immune-suppressed
• Enteric Fever
• Meningitis
• Bacterial sepsis
• Neonatal Sepsis
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Now What?

Perfect harmonisation is impossible

At least, principles should be concordant

Initiative underway to compare WHO & NEMLC recommendations and 
try reconcile discrepancies

PHC, Adult, & Paediatric STGs aim to align as far as possible

• Please inform us if you encounter any areas of concern!



Knowledge Hub Resources

https://www.knowledgehub.org.za/elibrary/paediatric-hospital-level-stgs-and-eml-4th-edition-2017
https://www.knowledgehub.org.za/elibrary/paediatric-hospital-level-stgs-and-eml-4th-edition-2017
https://www.knowledgehub.org.za/elibrary/primary-healthcare-standard-treatment-guidelines-and-essential-medicines-list-7th-edition
https://www.knowledgehub.org.za/elibrary/primary-healthcare-standard-treatment-guidelines-and-essential-medicines-list-7th-edition
https://www.knowledgehub.org.za/elibrary/primary-healthcare-standard-treatment-guidelines-and-essential-medicine-list-8th-edition
https://www.knowledgehub.org.za/elibrary/hospital-level-adults-standard-treatment-guidelines-and-essential-medicines-list-2nd
https://www.knowledgehub.org.za/elibrary/primary-healthcare-standard-treatment-guidelines-and-essential-medicine-list-8th-edition
https://www.knowledgehub.org.za/elibrary/hospital-level-adults-standard-treatment-guidelines-and-essential-medicines-list-2nd


Resources

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/the-who-essential-medicines-list-antibiotic-book-infographics
https://cct.mycpd.co.za/fidssa/SAASP_Antibiotic_Guidelines_2015.pdf
https://africaguidelines.cddep.org/treatment/
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/the-who-essential-medicines-list-antibiotic-book-infographics
https://cct.mycpd.co.za/fidssa/SAASP_Antibiotic_Guidelines_2015.pdf
https://africaguidelines.cddep.org/treatment/
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