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Current categorisation systems
• WHO 

• Antibiotics of importance
• AWaRe categorisation

• WOAH (OIE)
• Antibiotics of veterinary importance
• No equivalent of AWaRe in global animal health

• National systems, species-specific



Considerations in EMA system

• Registered as a veterinary medicine
• Importance to human medicine – WHO; EU situation
• Likelihood and possible consequences of AMR transfer
• Availability of alternative antibiotics in veterinary medicine
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• Classes/products without veterinary registration
• Not for use in food animals
• For use in companion animals in exceptional circumstances
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Route of administration

• Local individual treatment (e.g. udder injector, eye or ear drops)
• Parenteral individual treatment (intravenously, intramuscularly, 

subcutaneously)
• Oral individual treatment (i.e. tablets, oral bolus)
• Injectable group medication 
• Oral group medication via drinking water
• Oral group medication via feed or premixes



Categorisation Treatment Guidelines 

• Tool to prepare guidelines
• Support prescription decision-making

GRAM
Guidance for the Rational Use of Antimicrobials



The future…

• Regular review
• Categorisation vs legislation



Thank you for listening.

Catriona@vetscape.co.za

Full report: https://bit.ly/30ZEuRi

https://www.ema.europa.eu/documents/report/categorisation-
antibiotics-use-animals-prudent-responsible-use_en.pdf
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