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Procurement of antibiotics for use in humans and animals

https://www.knowledgehub.org.za/elibrary/surveillance-antimicrobial-resistance-and-consumption-antimicrobials-south-africa-2021



Procurement of antibiotics for human health in South Africa based on 
the WHO AWaRe Index (country target 60% Access)

https://www.knowledgehub.org.za/elibrary/surveillance-antimicrobial-resistance-and-consumption-antimicrobials-south-africa-2021



Procurement of antibiotics in South Africa 
based on sector of the health system

https://www.knowledgehub.org.za/elibrary/surveillance-antimicrobial-resistance-and-consumption-antimicrobials-south-africa-2021

Public sector

Private sector





CRE surveillance in South Africa’s public sector
tertiary academic hospitals, 2019-2020



Reserve list antibiotics available in South Africa

*Cost for 7 days of treatment – costs courtesy of Mrs Vanishree Naicker, UCT Pharmacy as of 30th Sept 2022

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/2021-aware-classification



As well as currently available last resort ‘Reserve’ antibiotics for 
Difficult To Treat Resistant (DTR) infections

Photo courtesy of Prof Maritz Laubsche

Image courtesy of Dr Maritz Laubscher



Increasing rates of Candida auris are adding a new dimension to AMR 
in South Africa



Despite increasing procurement of antibiotics in 
animals, there has been a  reduction in use, 2014-2020



Limited National Animal ABR Surveillance Reporting
https://www.knowledgehub.org.za/elibrary/surveillance-antimicrobial-resistance-and-consumption-antimicrobials-south-africa-2021



ABR in horses from a single hospital in WC
https://www.knowledgehub.org.za/elibrary/surveillance-antimicrobial-resistance-and-consumption-antimicrobials-south-africa-2021



The Infectious 
Diseases 

Specialist Human 
Resources

Gap in South 
Africa



The Infection 
Prevention 

Control 
Human 

Resources 
Gap in the 

South African 
Public SectorData courtesy of Sr Yolanda van Zyl



Lack of 
Resilience of 
South Africa’s 
AMR 
Response

• The commitments made by stakeholders at the 
Ministerial Summit to combat AMR in 2014 have 
largely not been met

• South Africa’s National Action Plan remains 
unfunded

• The workforce required to deliver the national AMR 
implementation plan (& pandemic preparedness) is 
deficient across the board

• Our response in human health remains too 
hospital-based and has not strengthened a 
community response

• Surveillance of AMR in food production systems 
(risking food security) and in companion animals, is 
weak

• The MAC-AMR members are acting as advisors and 
supporters of implementation – requires de-
coupling



Thank you to the 
countless healthcare 
professionals in South 
Africa who support the 
country’s response to 
AMR on a daily basis
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