
NaPeMMCO 2017-2019 triennial report- data overview

Happiness is…a healthy
 mother and a healthy baby!

NaPeMMCo has five key recommendations which if implemented will reduce neonatal deaths.

This is summarized by the acronym HHAPI:

H 

Improve the 

Health System 

for mothers and babies

One out of every 10 babies that 
died in 2017-2019 were due to 
factors in the health system 

H 

Improving the knowledge and skills of 

Health Care providers 

in maternal and neonatal care

Up to 1 out of every 4 deaths 
could potentially be avoided by 

better skills and knowledge

A

Improve care during delivery to prevent 
Asphyxia

22% of all babies died due to a 
lack of oxygen during delivery

P

Prevent Premature birth and better 
management of premature babies

46% of babies died due to 
complications of being born 

too soon 

I

Prevent newborn Infection 

by hand washing, safe birth practices, 
prevention of outbreaks in ICUs

14% of babies died due to 
infections that they acquired 
in the womb or dierectly after 

delivery



NaPeMMCo 2017–2019: actual numbers summary sheet

There were 2 907 006 babies born in

 South Africa

from

1 January 2017 to 31 December 2019

This is the number of these babies 

who were either stillborn 

or 
died within the first month of life



Vulnerable babies

A large number of babies are born with a 
birth weight below 2.5kg.

This is either because they are born too 
early (premature) and/or

they are growth restricted in the womb. 

These babies need special care and place 
a huge burden on health services and the 

families that care for them.

This is the number of babies that were 
born outside of a health facility, clinic or 

safe home envirnment 

during 2017–2019.

 These babies may be exposed to un-
safe birth practices.



Vulnerable mothers

Every year, about 61 000 girls younger 
than 18 years of age give birth to a baby 

in SA. The total number of these births per 
province for the 2017–2019 period is shown 

here.

These vulnerable children may not have 
had time to complete school before they 

became parents.

The perinatal mortality rate (PMR) is the 
number of babies weighing more than 

1kg (per 1000 deliveries) who are either 
born dead or die within 7 days of birth.

PMR 2017-2019 

= 22 babies for every 1000 births

The aim is to get this number below 20/1000

The Neonatal Death Rate (NDR) is the 
number of babies weighing more than 
1kg (per 1000 live births) that did not 

survive the first month of life.
NDR 2017-2019

=9 babies for every 1000 live births

The aim is to get this number below 8/1000
 


