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• WHO-FIC: 

Classification tools that are 

used to compile and compare 

health information

WHO Family of International Classifications



WHO Family of International Classifications

The WHO-FIC 

network is 

responsible for 

the development, 

maintenance and 

updating of the 

WHO 

classifications



• ICDInternational Classification of Diseases, 11th revision (ICD-11)(ICD 

11)



Purpose of ICD

• Translates written diagnoses of diseases and 

other health related problems into an 

alphanumeric code

Diabetes Mellitus 5A14



Purpose of ICD

Provides the basis for compiling national 

mortality and morbidity statistics



Death registration: Flow of information
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or Private 
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Local Home 
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†
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ICD-10 coding 
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Report writing 
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Archiving  

DHA 1663 

Supplementary 
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Nurse
Community Health Worker 
Paramedic
Another Doctor
Medical Records

Information from Relatives

Public Sector 
Forensic 
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Update National 
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Register 

National Home 
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Check records

Full death 
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Statistics South 
Africa 

DHA 1663/
DHA 1680 (DHA 

1663)

DHA 1663/
BI 1680 (DHA 

1663)

www.statssa.gov.za

What YOU write is used 

to compile our national 

statistics



International Medical Certificate of Cause of Death Form – FRAME A

Part 1:  Causal Sequence

Immediate cause

Intermediate cause

Underlying cause

Intermediate cause

Part 2: Co-existing conditions that contributed to death, but do 

not fit into causal sequence in Part 1

Time interval

“The disease or injury which initiated the train of morbid 
events leading directly to death,”  



New terminology/methods

&

Updated content

ICD-10                ICD-11

ICD-11 Key features:



• Entirely digital

• Contains around 17,000 unique codes,  more than 120,000 

codable terms 

• Smart coding algorithm

• Online and offline functionality

• Multilingual

ICD-11 Foundation Component

ICD-11 Key features:



https://icd.who.int/en 

ICD-11 browser 

and coding tool; 

the release (blue) 

version



ICD-11 Electronic Tools: Coding tool 

https://icd.who.int/ctt11/icd11_ms/en/release

To find a code, start searching with the 

Coding Tool



ICD-11 Electronic Tools: Browser

Search

Browsing 

hierarchy

It is recommended that coding begins with the Coding Tool



ICD-11 Conventions: Stem Codes & Extension Codes 

Stem code



ICD-11 Conventions: Postcoordination

Postcoordination is the 

assignment of multiple 

codes to describe a 

clinical concept   

 



Postcoordination

• Postcoordination: combining two or more codes:

GB61.Z/5A10 cluster

Chronic Kidney Disease due to Type 1 Diabetes 

Mellitus 



Postcoordination



Postcoordination



Cause of Death 

coding using ICD-

11



Causal Sequence

Hepatitis B

Liver cirrhosis

Portal hypertension

Bleeding oesophageal 
varices

Immediate cause

Intermediate cause

Intermediate cause

Underlying cause1E51.0Z



Coding Instructions for Mortality

Hepatitis B

Liver cirrhosis

Portal hypertension

Bleeding oesophageal 
varices

First step:

Assign ICD codes to 

all the diseases or 

conditions 

documented on the 

certificate 



Second step:

• Check the MCCD against 

12 coding rules (SP1-SP8 

& M1-M4)

Selecting the Underlying Cause of Death



Steps:

Mortality Coding Rules – Checking for Modifications

SP 1

SP 2

SP 3

SP 4

SP 5

SP 6

SP 7

SP 8

Tentative Underlying 

Cause

Underlying 
Cause

(captured as an ICD 
code)

 M1 , M2, M3, M4

 



Coding Instructions for Mortality

HIV

Respiratory TB

Example:  

A 38 yr old male presents 

with 4 week history of 

night sweats, cough and 

now haemoptysis.  He is 

known to be living with 

HIV but is not on 

treatment.  He dies on 

day 2 of his admission.

UCOD 



The South African Medical Research Council

recognizes the catastrophic and persisting consequences of colonialism 

and apartheid, including land dispossession and the intentional imposition 

of educational and health inequities.  

  

Acknowledging the SAMRC’s historical role and silence during apartheid, 

we commit our capacities and resources to the continued promotion of 

justice and dignity in health research in South Africa. 
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