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BACKGROUND  

• The current Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS) is experiencing 

challenges: 

• Delayed reports on the causes of deaths 

• During COVID-19 pandemic, there was no system to report on the immediate 

cause of deaths 

• Recent outbreaks i.e. food poisoning outbreaks demonstrated the importance of 

immediate access to cause of deaths by the department of health 

• Hence, the announcement by His Excellency Honorable President Ramaphosa 

on the 15th of November 2024: 
“All deaths of patients 12 years and below will be made notifiable in the Notifiable Medical 
Condition Surveillance System.”  
“An electronic medical certification of death system will be established to allow the National 
Department of Health to access cause of death information immediately after a death is 
certified.”



BACKGROUND  

• The process of amending NMC Regulations commenced immediately after the 

announcement 

• The legal opinion was sought from the Office of the Chief State Law Advisor 

• The legal opinion: the Minister is not authorized to add deaths on the NMC 

Regulations as deaths were not “medical conditions” or “notifiable medical 

conditions” as per the definition in the Regulations.

• The notification through NMC was therefore not possible. 



IMPORTANCE OF IMPROVING THE CAUSE OF 

DEATH REPORTING

• Public Health Planning and policy

• Identify leading causes of death

• Guide allocation of resources for better planning

• Monitor trends over time (detect emerging health threats): 

• Strengthen Event-Based Surveillance system 

• Evaluate the impact of interventions, policies and programs

• Inform prevention strategies (target preventable disease)

• Health System Performance

• Assess quality of care (avoidable or premature deaths)

• Makes preventable causes of death visible

• Identifies gaps in diagnosis or treatment

• Highlights disparities by age, sex, geography and SE

• Supports evidence-based advocacy for vulnerable populations

• Support Pandemic Preparedness and Response strategies  

• Real-time reporting of cause of death data during public health emergencies 



COD DATA COLLECTION 

• Medical certifiers complete the DHA-1663 Death Notification Form which includes 

the international medical certificate of cause of death form (excluding the manner 

of death)

• Quality of cause of death data is poor:

• Lack of training on MCCD

• Medical school training too early - Focus on the forensic aspects rather 

than the public health importance

• No further training

• No quality assurance/audit processes in place

• Form is handed over to family members/funeral undertaker after 

completion

• No feedback to the certifiers on quality of the MCCD:
• Commenced with the mortality surveillance rollout 



PROPORTION OF ILL-DEFINED 

CAUSES OF DEATH

Stats SA. Mortality and Causes of Death 
2023 

High proportion of ill-defined causes of death 

obscures the true cause of death profile 



GENERAL GUIDELINES ON 

PROPORTION OF ILL-DEFINED CoD

• A country should aim for less than 10% ill-defined deaths, with <5% as the 

gold standard.

Proportion ill-defined Interpretation 

<5% High-quality COD data 

5–10% Acceptable but improvable 

> 10–15% Low quality, caution needed 

>20% Poor quality, redistribution required 

 



Improving cause of death reporting 

program   

• Training of medical certifiers

• Free online training course in medical certification of cause of death is 

available at the Dept of Health Knowledge Hub (CPD: Clinical 3 and Ethics 2)

• From 2027, all interns will be required to include certification of completion of 

the course as part of their logbook. 

• Hospitals will plan for medical certifiers in their facilities to complete the 

course.

• Mortality surveillance system rollout in the country 

• Develop QA and audit processes for MCCD 

• Strategic Plan and SOP for MCCD are under development 

• Hospitals to use surveillance data to improve certification and quality of 

MCCD. 



Improving cause of death reporting 

program   
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