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Introduction 

In SA, Rabies control is based on a "One 
Health" strategy, requiring collaboration 

between animal health, human health, and 
environmental sectors.

Non-compliance to rabies PEP protocol may 
lead to human rabies death. 

A human rabies death constitutes a public 
health system failure

Department of Health: custodian of “Access 
to rabies Post Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP)” 

strategy



Global Strategic Plan

• Objective 1: Effective use of vaccines and technologies to 

reduce human rabies risk through dog vaccinations and 

increased healthcare access.

• Objective 2: Generate and measure impact through effective 

policies and reliable data for decision-making.

• Objective 3: Sustain commitment and resources through multi-

stakeholder engagement and demonstrating the impact of 

rabies elimination activities.



Global Strategic Plan



South African Strategy and 
Guidelines

In 2023, SA developed a One 
Health Strategy and updated 
the One Health  Joint Plan of 

Action to replace the 
fragmented approach by the 
government in the current 
rabies control strategies.



South African Strategy and 
Guidelines

Leads the rabies prevention and control 

strategy in South Africa.

National and provincial Veterinary Services, 

National and provincial Health Services (including Environmental Health), 

National Institute for Communicable Diseases (NICD), 

Agriculture Research Council-Onderstepoort Veterinary Research (ARC-OVR), 

Global Alliance for Rabies Control (GARC), 

Academia and ,

Other relevant stakeholders.



Epidemiological trends of animal bite 
in Limpopo, South Africa, 2011–2023

https://www.phbsa.ac.za/animal-bites-rabies-limpopo-epidemiological-trends-2011-2023/
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Epidemiological trends of human rabies 
cases in Limpopo, South Africa, 2011-2023
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• 32 human rabies deaths, 

100% fatality rate, mostly 

children under 10 years.

• Vhembe District accounts for 

majority of animal bites and 

human cases.

Characteristics of human rabies cases 
in Limpopo, South Africa, 2011–2023
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Clinical characteristics of human rabies cases 
in Limpopo, South Africa, 2011–2023
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Findings from human rabies case 
investigations, Limpopo, South Africa, 
2011–2023: A retrospective review 

• Poor community knowledge 

• Poor health-seeking behaviour

– 56 % human rabies deaths did not present at a health 

facility

• Low rates of post-exposure prophylaxis completion following 

animal bites

– 25% human rabies deaths did not complete PEP
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Animal bite cases reporting 

Animal Bite Surveillance And One Health Response Process.
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VETERINARY SERVICES

PUBLIC HEALTH (CDCC, PET, FETP, VETERINARY SERVICES, EHP, MUNICIPALITY, SAPS)
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FIELD INVESTIGATION

TRANSFER TO HOSPITAL

ANIMAL BITE SURVEILLANCE + ALERT 
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COMMUNITY AWARENESS



Human Rabies Public Health 
Surveillance and Response

• Context of the human 
rabies case; details on 
animal exposure, 
exposure category, and 
healthcare aspects, 
including PEP provision. 

• Contact tracing for 
potentially exposed 
persons and animals. 

• Implementing control 
measures (One Health).

Field investigation 
objectives

• Laboratory 
investigation

• Antemortem OR 
Postmortem 
specimen 
collection

Activate case 
investigation and 
outbreak response

Suspect case 
notification



Public, Private & Community

Partnership

Partnership
Public Sector Roles Private Sector Roles

• Government Departments: Departments of Agriculture 

and Health  (DoH) coordinate the national strategy.

• DoH: Animal bite and human rabies surveillance, and 

ensure availability of Rabies PEP

• Provincial Veterinary Services: Implement mass dog 

vaccination campaigns, especially in high-risk areas.

• National Institute for Communicable Diseases (NICD): 

Reference laboratory services and provision of 

technical and clinical management guidance

• Private Veterinarians: Conduct routine pet 

vaccinations in private clinics.

• Pharmaceutical Companies: Supply essential 

vaccines for both animal and human use

• Animal welfare organisations: rescue, 

rehabilitation, veterinary care, education, and 

advocacy against animal cruelty



NPO, NGO and Other Partner Roles

• Global Alliance for Rabies Control (GARC): 

Supports local Rabies Centres of Excellence and 

offers digital tracking tools.  

• SAVA-CVC: improve the One Health approach to 

rabies prevention and control in the EC and LP.

• Four Paws South Africa: Promotes community 

vaccination and responsible pet ownership 

through education.  

• Mahananda Animal Clinic: Provides affordable 

vaccinations for underserved communities.  

• SPCA and Welfare Groups: Conduct vaccination 

drives and manage stray animal populations

• Animal Anticruelty League (AACL) –  Involved with 

all aspects of animal welfare:

• Tales of Tails– Educating the community on 

general animal welfare matters

Public, Private & Community

Partnership





• You  – Take action in your personal life: vaccinate your dog, educate yourself about 

how to prevent rabies and Pre- and Post-Exposure Prophylaxis, or advocate for better 

policies.

• Me – Lead by example: inspire others, train professionals, or support rabies 

elimination efforts in your community.

• Community – Work together: organize vaccination campaigns, educate learners and 

their families, and push for stronger rabies elimination programs.

Take Home Message

https://rabiesalliance.org/world-rabies-day
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