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Chemoprophylaxis Reimagined:
Role of Doxycycline in Malaria Elimination



• Malaria rapidly progresses to severe disease

• Critical to take measures to reduce the chances of being infected
o Non-pharmaceutical measures (insect repellants, long-sleeved 

and long trousers, screened windows/doors)
o Pharmaceutical measures

• Malaria risk and medical advice guide what measures to use



• Chemoprevention has also been part of South Africa Guidelines to Prevent 
Malaria

• Three regimens are recommended in the current guidelines
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• Significant challenging ensuring universal 
access to malaria preventative measures 

• Requirement of prescriptions
• Costs

• Advocacy and motivation by the National 
Malaria Programme with support the 
South African Malaria Elimination 
Committee got both doxycycline and 
artemether-lumefantrine (standard 
treatment for uncomplicated malaria) 
downregulated from Schedule 4 to 
Schedule 2 

• In 2021 was added to the Essential 
Medicines List



• Despite these simplifying mechanisms, uptake of this policy 
has been limited

• Safety concerns
• Regulatory concerns
• Costs
• Confusion regarding implementation
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