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ABOUT SAVIC

Dedicated to strengthening immunisation services
Vision
An African continent free of vaccine-preventable diseases

Mission

Committed to increasing knowledge on vaccine-preventable
diseases and improving the quality and sustainability
of immunisation services




SAVIC’s mission is strategically operationalized through four areas

Education and training
Technical support

Informed by ... Advocacy and

Research community

SAVIC engagement

Aiming to educate and empower HCWs, provide evidence-based information for
decision-making and policies, provide science-based technical support to the
NDoH-EPI and reduce missed opportunities for vaccination

#HumanlyPossible Protecting Every Child from Deadly but Preventable Diseases #TheBigCatchup



SAVIC TEAM

MANAGEMENT AND
ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM

Prof Hannelie MEYER Dr Andrew MUSYOKI

4% flac) Pomacy. P00l MSc (Med) Virdiogy, PAD

Department of Microbiological Pathology.
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences
Universty, PO Box 211, MEDUNSA.
218, MEDUNSA, 0204, South Africa 0204, South Africa
Tel: +27 12521 456713699 Tek +27 12521 4976
Email: hannele meyer@smu ac2a v Emall: andrewmusyokifsmu.ac.za

Ms Varsetile NKWINIKA Ms Nontobeko SHABANGU

MSc (Med) Viralogy BPH, PG Dip (Public Health) , MPH

2 Department cf Virology, Sefako Makgatho
Makpatho Health Sciences University, Health Sciences University, PO Box 173,
PO Box 173, MEDUNSA, 0204, South | MEDUNSA, 0204, South Africa
Africa 4 4 \ | Tel: «27 12521 4044
Tek +27 12 521 4044 | Email: poniobekn shebangu@smy acza
Emalk: yarsetie@savicacza ! \

Ms Elaine JOOSTE

Department of Virology, Sefako Makgatho
Health Sciences University, PO Bax 173,
MEDUNSA, 0204, South Africa

Tel: +27 12521 4229
Email: glaine jooste@emy

A

Prof Rose BURNETT

MPH, PhD

SAVIC Sdentfic Advisor. Communicaion
and socal moblisaton

Degartment of Virclogy. Sefsko Makgatho
Health Scences University, PO Bax 218,
MEDUNSA, 0204, Scuth Alrica

Tel: +27 12 521 455713880

Email: oas burali@eny 028

™ Dr Ramokone MAPHOTO

MBCHS, MMed (Viralogy)

SAVIC Scentic Advser: Clinical
mansgement, prevenion and control
Departmert. of Virclogy, Sefaho Makgatho
Healh Scences University, PO Bex 173,

S MEDUNSA, 0204, South Atrca

Tel: +27 12521 3380

Mr Kesentseng MAHLABA

BPharm, MPharm

SAVIC Scenlific Advisor Commenity
oureach and engagement

Department of Public Healh Pharmacy and
Maragemant, Schod of Phanmacy, Sefsko
Makgatho Hesith Sciences Universzy. PO
Box 218, MEDUNSA, 0204, Souh Africa
Tek: <27 12 521 3091

Esailk hasanisann mahiabe @

Dr Ramokone Lisbeth
LEBELO

MSc (Med) Virology, PhD

SAVIC Scentific Advisor: HPV-
relsted cancens and HPV lab-based
survediance

Department of Virology, Sefako
Makgaho Heath Sciences University
PO Bex 173, MEDUNSA, 0204, Sout
Africs

Tel: 27 125214113

Emait ramokone Jebdo@smuy ac.za

Mr Mncengeli SIBANDA

MSc (Med) Pharmacy

SAVIC Scentific Advisar: Vacdngion
of e sidedy

Department of Putfic Heslth Prammacy
ans Maragemsnt, Seheol of Pharmaey,
Sefsko Mskgaho Healh Scences
University, PO Box 218, MEDUNSA,
0204, South Alfica

Tel: +27 12521304

Email: pociegel shaoda g

Dr Sophy MOLOKO

MPH, PhD

SAVIC Scentific Advisor. Vectnaion
skills development and lraining
Department  of Nusing Scence,
Sefsko Makgatho Health Scences
Universdy, PO Box 142, MEDUNSA,
0204, South Africa

Tel: +27 12521 3745
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DR MS RASHOPOLE;
MBCHB; MMED

(MEDICAL

MICROBIOLOGY)

Scientific Advisor: Bacterial
VPD's and vaccines against
AMR organisms

DR S MULAUDZI;
MBCHB; MMED
(MEDICAL
MICROBIOLOGY)

Scientific Advisor: Bacterial
VPD's and vaccines against
AMR organisms

Dr Zesnat ISMAIL

ESc Honours in Pharmacoiogy, PhD
SAVIC Scenlific Advsar Vatdneelstsd
research

Depearirrenl of Public Health Pramacy and
Marapement, Schoal of Phamsacy, Safako
Makgeito Hedlth Scences University, PO
Esx 215 MEDUNSA, 0204, Soulh Affica
Ted: <27 12 521 4567

Emad o B .

MS MP MUSHASHA;
MPH

Scientific Advisor:
Occupational health




Strategic Operational Areas: Education and Training

HIGHER

CERTIFICATE
(Vaccinology)

g

HEALTH SCIENCES UNIVERSITY

Follo

wus: @O OO www.smu.ac.za

Offered by the School of Pharmacy, Sefako Makgatho
Health Sciences University =

The HCert (Vaccinology) is designed to equip healthcare workers with the theoretical
knowledge and practical expertise necessary for running an up-to-date clinic that offers
infant/childhood vaccination services within the framework of the Expanded Programme on

Immunisation of South Africa (EPI-SA).

Admission requirements: A three year qualification in a relevant health science from a tertiary
institution and registered with the relevant statutory professional body e.g. qualified nurses, doctors,

or pharmacists.
Duration: Aminimum of one year and a maximum of two years of full-time online study.
Modules 1 to 5 are taught entirely online / Modules 6 to 11

combination of blended learning

Modules

CURRICULUM

Module 1 |Introduction to human infectious disease immunology

Module 2 |Introduction to vaccinology

Module 3 |Introduction to vaccine manufacturing and distribution

Module 4 |Introduction to the Expanded Programme on Immunisation of South Africa (EPI-SA)

Module 5 |Introduction to the epidemiology of vaccine-preventable diseases and the

corresponding vaccine used within the EPI

Module 6 | EPI vaccination schedules and strategies in South Africa

Module 7 |Introduction to cold chain management

Module 8 |Introduction to the safe administration of vaccines

Module 9 |Introduction to adverse events following immunisation

Module 10 |Introduction to advocacy, communication and social mobilisation to increase
vaccination uptake

Module 11 |Monitoring and evaluation of EPI-SA

Total credits

120

For more information contact:

Ms Varsetile Nkwinika Tel: 012 521 4044 Email: info@savic.ac.za
QO savicinfo @ @savianfo © @SAVICinfo

www.savic.ac.za

AVIC
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School of Pharmacy
Division of Public Health Pharmacy and Management |

Vaccination'& r

Injection \ o =
Skills =

Coming Soon!

2-day practical skills
training and assessment

AIM: To provide pharmacists and
other healthcare professionals with
cmprehenswe knowledge, skills and
resﬁnf{:es to ensure that they are
ent in providing vaccination

gction services in a clinic
romote disease

¢ health in South

Juanita Krugel Tel: 012 521 3699
Email: juanita.krugel@smu.ac.za

SAVIC

Y2k

Sefako Makgatho Health Scences University | v @5SMU_SA | @ smu_sa| » SMUTV | KNOWLEDGE FOR QUALITY HEALTH SERVICES www.smu.ac.za |

For more

5 o Varsetile Nkwinika Tel: 012 521 4044
information

Email: info@savic.ac.za




MODULE 1: Introduction to the human immune response against infectious diseases
vsc 1 MODULE 2: Introduction to vaccinology
MODULE 3: Introduction to vaccine manufacture and distribution
MODULE 4: Introduction to the Expanded Programme on Immunisation of South Africa
L) D d 0Q 0 0 Dacteria o e-pDreve dole dlisease PD
L) D3 od 0 D = PD
DD D3 3 al and bacterial VPD
L) b and UL 5. vaccinatio agules and sare vaccination ad =1d[s
MODULE 7: Introduction to cold chain management
VSC 3 MODULE 9: Introduction to adverse events following immunisation

MODULE 10: Introduction to advocacy, communication and social mobilisation to increase
vaccination uptake

MODULE 11: Monitoring and evaluation of EPI-SA




Strategic Operational Areas: Education and Training

I
East Africa Centre For Vaccines and Immunization
6% Edition of the Vaccinology Course
Kampala, Uganda
19 - 23 October 2020

VACCINE PHARMACOLOGY
Formulation / composition, indications and

administration development
-

:Ea Prof Hannelie Milyer SAVIC
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East Africa Centre For Vaccines and Immunization <
6% Edition of the Vacdinology Course
Kampala, Uganda -
19 - 23 October 2020 A

VACCINE SAFETY
Adverse events following immunisation (AEF1) =

e+a)

- -

i %
. ECAVI VACCINE ACADEMY

URCE MOBILIZATION COURSE,

Project Design
Research Protocol Development

| &

18 4
\:/E ECAVI VACCINE ACADEMY

RESOURCE MOBILIZATION COURSE, 26 -29, JANUARY 202

Participants and faculty attending the 4th and 5th ECAVI Vaccinology Courses in Kampala, Uganda




Strategic Operational Areas: Education and Training

Presented for: The Wits-ALIVE MSc (Med) Vaccinology
University of Witwatersrand
10 September 2020

National adverse events following
immunisation (AEFI) monitoring
and causality assessment

Hannelie Meyer [BPharm; MSc(Med); PhD]
South African Vaccination and Immunisation Centre
Division of Public Health Pharmacy and Management
School of Pharmacy

Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University

Email: hannelie.meyer@smu.ac.za

Academic Meeting
Obstetrics and Gynaecology
University of the Free State

VACCINATION AMID COVID-19
AND BEYOND

MEALTH SCIENCES UNIVERSITY

Hannelie Meyer [8pharm; MSc(Med); PhD]
School of Pharmacy and South African Vaccination and Immunisation Centre
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University
Email: hannelie.meyer@smu.ac.za
9 September 2020

National Zoom Webinar for General Practitioners

IMPORTANCE OF VACCINATION
DURING A PANDEMIC

(with a focus on meningococcal disease)

Hannelie Meyer [BPharm; MSc(Med); PhD]
School of Pharmacy and South African Vaccination and Immunisation Centre
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University
Email: hannelie.meyer@smu.ac.za

18 June 2020

VACFA SAVIC e+l VACFA SAVIC
e 2 R

RAINING OF VACCINATORS:
EXPERIENCE FROM SOUTH AFRICA

SEFAKO MAKGATHO
HEALTH SCIENCES UNIVERSITY

THE ANTI-VACCINATION MOVEMENT AND
VACCINE HESITANCY IN SOUTH AFRICA

Rose Burnett
rose.burnett@smu.ac.za
South African Vaccination and Immunisation Centre
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University

Rose Burnett
rose.burnett@smu.ac.za
South African Vaccination and Immunisation Centre
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University

VACFA’s 16% Annual African Vaccinology Course

VACFA’s 16th Annual African Vaccinology Course 30 November 2020

3 December 2020

™ 17" Annual Symposium on Diseases Relevant to South Africa
SCHOOL OF PHARMACY
North West University, Potchefstroom Campus
19 October 2020

VACCINATION AMID COVID-19
AND BEYOND
Opportunities for pharmacists

)

SEFAKO MAKGATHO
HEALTH SCIENCES UNIVERSITY

www.smu.ac.za

Hannelie Meyer [BPharm; MSc(Med); PhD]
School of Pharmacy and South African Vaccination and Immunisation Centre
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University
Email: hannelie.meyer@smu.ac.za

19 October 2020

VACCINATION OF
HEALTHCARE WORKERS

Presented for: The Wits-ALIVE MSc (Med) Vaccinology,
University of Witwatersrand.
Presented by: Prof Rose Burnett, South African Vaccination and
Immunisation Centre, Dept. of Virology, Sefako Makgatho Health
Sciences University

IMMUNE CORRELATES OF PROTECTION:
HEPATITIS B VACCINES

Presented for: The Wits-ALIVE MSc (Med) Vaccinology,
University of Witwatersrand.
Presented by: Prof Rose Burnett, South African Vaccination and
Immunisation Centre, Dept. of Virology, Sefako Makgatho Health
Sciences University

THE ANTI-VACCINATION
MOVEMENT AND RESPONDING TO
VACCINE HESITANCY

Presented for: The Wits-ALIVE MSc (Med) Vaccinology,
University of Witwatersrand.
Presented by: Prof Rose Burnett, South African Vaccination and |. 1
Immunisation Centre, Dept. of Virology, Sefako Makgatho Health
Sciences University




Strategic Operational Areas: Research

Low Influenza and hepatitis B vaccine uptake despite
good knowledge and attitudes amongst healthcare workers in
selected primary healthcare facilities in the Bojanala District
in North West Province, South Africa

0

SEFAKO MAKGATHO
HEALTH SCIENCES UNIVERSITY

Chukwu BO?, Sibanda M2, Burnett RJ23, Schellack N, Meyer JC12
15chool of Pharmacy, Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University, Pretoria, South Africa; 2South African Vaccination and Immunisation Centre;
3Department of Virology, Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University, Pretoria, South Africa. Email:

Evidence that vaccine hesitancy was the major
contributor to low human papillomavirus
vaccination uptake amongst girls attending
private schools in South Africa

T Milondzo?, JC Meyer?3, RJ Burnett34
1Department of Public Health, University of Limpopo, Polokwane, South Africa; Division of Public Health Pharmacy and Management, School of Pharmacy, Sefako Makgatho H
350uth African Vaccination and Immunisation Centre, Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University, Pretoria, South Africa; *Department of Virology, School of Medicine, Sefako Makga
Correspondence: hannelie.meyer@smu.ac.za

Healthcare workers caring for the South African elderly have low
influenza vaccination uptake despite understanding the high risks of

influenza transmission to thelr patients
M Sibanda,'? JC I'v‘l;-.-\y:-rhl‘\l Schellac| .

Y. Preteria, South A

retoria, South Africa

University, Pretoria, South Africa  Email: Mncengeli Siban

South African A iation of Hospital and Institutional Pharmacists ® ®

63rd Annual General Meeting and 34th Annual Conference (7 L‘:@A?lt
\ ‘ LEFTRIGH T {f s

Velmoré Hotel and Spa, Centurion, Gauteng
12 - 15 March 2020
Antimicrobial utilisation in the adult
population across public sector healthcare
facilities in South Africa

July 20-24, 2020 | Now Virtual

Negative attitudes towards
papillomavirus vaccination
result in low vaccination up

girls attending private scho P Skosana, N Schellack, JC Meyer

School of Pharmacy
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University

Email: phumzile.skosana@smu.ac.za

Department of Public Health, University of Limpopo, Polokwane, South Africa; ¢
35outh African Vaccination and Immunisation Centre, Sefako Makgatho Health Science

Are South African public healthcare
facilities geared to join the fight against
antimicrobial resistance?

D Engler, JC Meyer, N Schellack, Baker A, Godman B

BAAHIP 34" Annual Conference 12 — 15 March 2020

Health facility obstacles responsible for low vaccination
coverage in children attending primary health care facilities in
the Bojanala District, North West Province, South Africa

SEFAKO MAKGATHO
HEALTH SCIENCES UNIVERSITY

RPT Motha, *’M Sibanda, *’JC Meyer 'N Schellack, **RJ Burnett

1school of Pharmacy, Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University, Pretoria, South Africa; 2South African Vaccination and Immunisation Centre;
3Department of Virology, Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University, Pretoria, South Africa. Email: tmotha606@gmail.com

The South African Association
of Hospital and Institutional

PSK COVID-19 Response

are doing to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic

Wednesday. July 29, 2020 | 11am-12.30pm

VACCINATION AMID COVID-19
AND BEYOND
Opportunities for pharmacists

SAVIC

SEFAKC HO
HEALTH SCIENCES UNIVERSITY
WWW.Smu.ac.za

Hannelie Meyer [BPharm; MSc(Med); PhD]
School of Pharmacy and South African Vaccination and Immunisation Centre
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University
Email: hannelie.meyer@smu.ac.za

29 July 2020
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deirdre.engler@mu.ac.za

13-14 October 2020

MURIA VIRTUAL MINI-CONFERENCE

Antimicrobial utilisation in adult in
patients amongst public sector facilities in
South Africa: Implications for practice

0‘\\.ISAl’lo~
P Skosana, N Schellack, JC Meyer

School of Pharmacy
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University
Email: phumzile.skosana@smu.ac.za

Confidence in vaccines amid
the COVID-19 pandemic

Prof Hannelie Meyer
[BPharm; MSc(Med); PhD]
School of Pharmacy
South African Vaccination and Immunisation Centre
Sefako Makgatho Health Sci Uni

With acknowledgements to Prof Rose Burnett

SAVIC
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Strategic Operational Areas: Technical Support
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MINISTERIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON COVID-19 VACCINES (VMAC)




Strategic Operational Areas: Advocacy

& NWU ® AUTHeR COVID-19 VACCINES PROTECT YOU

FROM SEVERE COVID-19 DISEASE

: N e ® Almost all people hospitalised for severe

REAso ) COVID-19 are unvaccinated

TO VACCINATE S
AGAINST COVID-19 © Almost all people dying from COVID-19

are unvaccinated

Discussion | Vaccine | SAHPRA probe finds no link to

@l Discussion | Vaccine | SAHPRAIpE: jab in deaths

|
COVID-19 vaccine 5 ’

/I f tt i unisati fety rtc
A bout. SAVIC Head and Chairperson of the National Immunisation safety expert committee Prof

#LongLifeForAll

Hannelie Meyer speaks about vaccine safety

 \accination gre s the sk of
suffering from
COVID-19 VACCINE

% SAHPRA PROBE FIND:!

w
Brrw "
/® i BN

#LongLifeForAll

N o . The importance of extending vaccine rollout to other
';e::lﬁgmmﬁm'edms"w risk ogwsalg;::xmmmenpmmw 5-u‘ € Importance ol extendaing vacc... age gFOUpS

o Daveloping mmunity through SARS-CoV-2 COVID-19 vaccine ‘ b
® Reduced transmission reduces the risk Inflection exposes you and your loved ones * Learn about... 2 2

of you infecting your loved ones non::ariskotsevereaiseasa. ‘long COVID® ) SMU, Prof Hannelie Meyer explains the importance of this to help the country reach herd

and death
] immunity.

* Reduced tfransmission makes it safer ? . g SARS.C )

to return to school / work / play 5 rn:ecwnyn?eds 10 be boosted by COVIX:%
vaccination for long-asting protection

3
Ty

South Africans aged 18 to 34 are now eligible to receive the Covid-19 vaccine. SAVIC Head at

WHEN EVERYONE IN OUR COMMUNITY
IS VACCINATED AGAINST COVID-19,
WE CAN SAFELY GET BACK TO

DOING THE THINGS WE LOVE  The COVID-19 pandemic will end

® Aftending live concerts

Public urged to report any side effects

® The global economy can recover

@| Publigiurged to report any sideef... 3
B =

T The Health Department maintains that COVID-19 vaccines are perfectly safe and that none of

o Attending live sports events i

o We will get closer to achieving good health
and well-being for the global population

#LongLifeForAll

COVID-19 ‘ P

the 29 reported deaths was linked to it. However, you are urged to seek medical attention
vaccine -+ Learn...

should you experience any severe side effects after receiving the jab. Anlie Hattingh spoke to
National Immunisation Safety Expert Committee Chairperson, Professor Hannelie Meyer

o Celebrating life with large groups of fellow
South Africans

#LongLifeForAll

COVID-18 VACCINE

4 \ 4
V e e PUBLIC URGED TO REPORT ANY SIDE EFFECTS

Social media messages shared during World Immunisation Week 2021




Publications: Education and advocacy _
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Prof. Hannelie Meyer takes the leadership
reins of SAVIC

The South African Vaceination and Immunisation Centre (SAVIC)
at Sefakn Makgatho Health Sciences University (SMU) is a
public-private academic allance between SAVIC, the National
Department of Health (NDoH) the vaccine industry, academic
instituions and other stakeholders, with the overall aim of
supporting immunisation services. SAVIC was established at
the Medical University of Southem Africa (MEDUNSA) in 2003
under the leadership of Prof. Anwar Hoasen (Department
of Microbiolegical Pathology) and Prok. Jefirey Mphahlele
(Department of Viralogy). Pof. Rose Burnstt took over from Prof.
Mphahisle in 2014, and since she is retiring at the end of 2021, in
order son, Prof.

A
of Public Health Pharmacy and Management) has taken over the
leadership of SAVIC from | March 2021

2013, Prok.
her spare time to immunisation services-related activites. These
activities include serving on fwo Ministerial Advisory Committees
(MAC) - she is currently the Chair of the National Immunisstion
J,3n MAC
pharmacovigilance (adverse events following Immunisation),
and in that capacity serves on the National Advisary Group on
Immunisation (NAGI). She also serves on three NAGI working

andVaccine hesitancy.
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Covid jabs in South Africa
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short course on vaccination techniques for pharmacists to build
capacity for future vaccination, including the administration of
accines as part of the national roll-cut of the COVID-19 vacine.

e all yous buarmiing questions. Barry Schaub, internatianally e

Since Prof. Meyer joined SAVICin 2013 25 our Scientific Advisorfor
pharmacovigilance, cold chain management and logistics, SAVIC

P
\

\

th to strength. She was hig ing cial mect
in developing the Higher Certiicate in Vaccinology, which has 8BC '“e“::py:\r@ on s
ben affersd by the Schol of Phrmacy undsr her lescership \n-depth _S
019, 3nd SAVIC - ) cor\"“‘e“‘
which have been offered since 2016, She is  key member of the 3 ApRt 2
SAVIC i <

trainers for the NDOH COVID-19 vacsination programme.

‘She has also greatly strengthenad SAVICS vaccination advocacy
eforts through arganising community outreach campaigns, and
mass. media communication through television, radio, news-
papers, populsr magszines and socisl media platiorms. Her
passion for and dedication to supporting immunisation services
is evidenced by her deckion to resign as Acting Head of her
division from 1 March 2021, in order to devote enough time to
supporting the NDOH's Expanded Programme on Immunisation
and COVID-19 vaccination programme.

SAVIC would ike to congratulate Prof. Meyer and wish her all the
best as she takes over from Prof. Bumett,

In addition, she serves on
Work Stream 1: Evidence
Review of Efficacy and Safety
of Vaccines, reporting to the
MAC an COVID-19 vaccines.
Furthermore, she  serves
on the National Technical
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Strategic Operational Areas: community engagement
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TGN oY )} Tips to prevent

Cove vyuu Avoid touching
mouth, the mask

Check the mask Wash your hands frequently and wash them first when

, the spread of
Q Q - COVID-19 ¢

for any tearing or

you return home

Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth

before touching
your mask

Cover your mouth when you cough using a tissue or cough
in your elbow

Wash the mask in Clean hands after

soap or detergent, removing the Avoid crowded places
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Strategic Operational Areas: community engagement

| - e , ] L
Mr Jackson Mahlaba and his team of MPharm students visiting Tshwane residents to advertise the upcoming MPharm vaccination
campaigns held in 2018 and 2019

Vaccination catch-up campaigns




Strate

SEFAKO MAK:
HEALTH SCIENCES

2019 Flu Vaccination
Get a FREE flu shot!

School of Pharmacy
Public Health Pharmacy and Management
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#vaccineswork
#fluvaccines
#influenzaprevention

In total 1000 doses
administered
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{SAVIC) and the Division of Public Health Pharmacy and

Management, In collaboration with the Gauteng
Depastment of Hedlth, Thwane Distact Heath Services, had
mcently implementeda fluvaccination drive aimedat the Seako
Makgatho Health Sclences Univessity (SMU) community, and
msidents and staff of the Mothwa Haven Old Age Home n
tofkdd, Pretoria

"saresut of thiscampagn, 54 9 people received the flu vacane -
428 3 SMU, and 61 at Mothwa Haven. The majority of SMU
accinees wer female (65.9%), with S0.6% being students and
7A% being staff Surprsngy, 2% of vacchees came from the
community surounding SMU. These community membes
happened to be In the vidnity on the day, and dedded © Ske
adantage of heopp ortun ty. A2 Mothwa Haven, mast vacdnees
were saff memb ers (75.4%), with residents malking up 24.6% of
those \accinated,” s3id Mr Kesentseng Mahbba, 3 lectumr from
the Division of Public Hedlth Phasmacy and Management, who
Initiated the influenza vacdnationdrive.

Influenza vacdnation Is 3 Nigh priortty, as an outbreak of flu can
rave aneg@tive impact on students’ academic peformance and
furthermore place 3 huge burden on ow healthcare stem.
“Stwudentsneedto protect thems elves, ther peersand the many
patients they Intemct with inthe hospital 3s pant oftheir practical
walning,” acvsed Prof Hannele Meyer, Acting Head of e
Division o fPu blic Health Pharmacy and Management.

Influenza can be 3 very severe disease, msulting in haospita-
isation andin some casesdeaths. In South Africa between 6000

© 11 000 die evesy year dueto Influenza SA Influercas season s
usually from May to August, bt can stant 35 early as April, and
end 35 3% as September In some years. “SAVIC encourages
people © get thelr anmal nfluerza vaccination as soon as
possible afier thevacdne andvesin the country, which ks usually
In March each year. However, the vaccine can stll be
ad ministesed throughout $he influ enza season, 35 lorg 3s socks
Bst,” emp hasised Prof Burnett, the Head o fSAVIC.

According to Pof Meyer, the flu \acdne can be gven from six
manths of age. It Is espechlly recommended for the elderly,
pregrant women, bables born to HiVcpositive women,
Im mu nocom promised patients and health case wo ress . The first
four groups are at high risk for Influerza-associated
complications, resulting In severe disease, hospialisation and
death. Healthcare workers are a high fsk group because they are
more expased to Influerza than the genesl population, and
raremit nfluerza In the headthcare setting, thus placing their
patientsat msk.

Prof Meyer futher indicated that because Unhversity students
are commonly In close conRct with one another in communal
areas such asresiden ces, lecture m oms, sporting events and at
sodal events, ey am themfore exp ased 1 an Increased risk of
contractin ginfl uerza and further spreading the disease.

*Moreower, an unh eathy diet, bck of sleep and imited exexcise
an weaken their immune systems making them more
suscep tiole toflu. indvid uals with alergies to the flu vaccine or
anyof its ingredients, should, however, consult thelr piysiclan
prior ovaccnating,” ProfMeyer said in con dusion .
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https://savic.ac.za/annual-reports/

Visit: http://www.savic.ac.za/
Twitter: @SAVIC_info
Facebook: SAVICinfo
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Working close with
community on
health issues

THANK YOU

Www.smu.dcC.zd
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