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•Climate change guiding document

• Synthesis Report / Risk and Vulnerability Assessment

• Climate Resilient Health System

• Capacity Building

• Stakeholder engagement

• RCCE

• Research 

•Small wins

• Reflections
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OVERVIEW OF THE PRESENTATION

Slide 2



3

Climate change guiding 

documents 
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Synthesis Report / Risk and 

Vulnerability Assessment 
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INTERACTION BETWEEN CLIMATE CHANGE AND BURDEN OF DISEASE

Interaction of climate change exposures on the Communicable, Maternal, Perinatal and Nutritional 
category of burden of disease
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Synthesis Report / Risk and 

Vulnerability Assessment 

Slide 5

INTERACTION BETWEEN CLIMATE CHANGE AND BURDEN OF DISEASE
Table 10. Interaction of climate change exposures on the Non-Communicable Diseases category of burden of disease



6

Climate Resilience Health System 
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Capacity buildings 
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• Different platforms – invited or planned

• Support for provinces / municipalities (Urban Heat programme 

done by World Bank – City of Johannesburg, City of Ekurhuleni 

and City of Tshwane) Heat Early Warning System project – 

includes learnings from India

• Webinars – proposal to have monthly webinars on different topics
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Capacity Buildings / support 
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URBAN HEAT ENGAGEMENT WITH WORLD BANK

Long-term

actions

Review school uniforms for heat

health implications

Cooler schoolchildren who

can work comfortably and

safely

Review regulations around 

personal protective equipment 

for outdoor occupational 

workers

Cooler outdoor workers who 

can work comfortably and 

safely

Urban planning to provide heat 

interventions

Cooler city spaces, access to 

water and shade



• National Climate Change and Health Steering Committee – 

quarterly basis since 2022

• Subcommittees: Training, Indicators, Community Engagement, 

Mobilising resources and research and technical

• Working Groups  
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Stakeholder engagements 
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• Development of education and awareness materials for provinces, 

health districts and  municipalities to bench mark
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Risk Communication and Community Awareness (RCCE)

 

Slide 11



• SAMRC and ACDI – Heat Adaptation Benefits for vulnerable 

groups in Africa (HABVIA) – Thohoyandou (Vhembe DM) and 

Khayelitsha (City of Cape Town) – 5 years project ( Ghana and 

SA)
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Recent Researches  
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• HIGH Horizons Heat and Maternal, Newborn and Child Health 

Indicators SA and Zimbabwe - Wits RHI – influence on indicators 
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Recent Researches  
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Small wins

Slide 14

• Researches conducted and sharing of such studies by research institutions

• Support from stakeholders – RCCE to address recent extreme heat (SAWS 

and EWS)

• Provinces and municipalities developing climate change and health response 

strategy or include health on provincial / municipal climate change response 

strategy (heat health action plans)

• Western Cape Province painting health facilities roof with white paint

• Establishing of the association of heat with indoor air pollution – Gauteng 

Health 

• Identification of the most vulnerable and targeted/tailored RCCE intervention – 

Northern Cape

• Education and awareness programme on drowning – Kwazulu Natal

• Contribution towards draft chapter on District Health Barometer

• Learnings from other countries (Denmark 3 weeks engagement etc.)

• Review of National Climate Change and Health Adaptation Plan 2014/19 to 

Climate change and health adaptation strategy and implementation plan 
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Reflections

Slide 15

• Monitoring and evaluation

• Proactive planning – use of early warning systems

• Inability to respond to media queries – limited indicators 

(limited data collection)

• Utilization of baseline information to inform interventions

• Webinar for health care workers - continuous

• RCCE to reach all settings / all platforms

                     “All hands on deck”



• Extreme heat and heatwaves are becoming more 

common in South Africa, as the climate changes. It is 

important that as we plan our activities, we incorporate 

heat health warning systems as part on adaptation 

options / strategies to manage risks associated with 

extreme heat and heat wave. 
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