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1900-1940s  --  at first gradual and then intensifying commercial food production  -- and the related 
South African Historical Adverts directed at women and through them their children

 from 
The Rand Daily Mail and

 The Bantu World
William Cullen Archives







“Beautiful Baby” started in 
the 1920s – gifts and 

competitions



The Leech in 1932 --  a 
later professor of Medicine 
at WITS --  still a student 
--  wrote a spoof about the 
excesses concerning 
commercial infant food.

Later on it was the 
endorsement by medical 
Doctors in SA (mainly 
white men)  --  following a 
global trend -- that pushed 
highly processed 
commercial food 
replacements  --  
incentivized the doctors 
with pseudo scientific 
claims and by gifts and 
advertisement revenues. 





Triplets: Bridgman Memorial and later Baragwanath 
(CHBAH) Specialized in, and were justly proud of, difficult 

labours (triplets in this case) and quick recovery





South African followed a similar pattern as showed in my chapter: 



 “In tandem: Breastfeeding knowledge and thinking from Southern Africa”
 (pp. 276-297)

Catherine Burns

https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv14t4769.16

OPEN ACCESS



Antilla-Hughes, J. et al

“ The deadly toll of 
marketing 
infant formula in low-
 and middle-income countries”

Vox Dev October 2023



Nestlé Milk 
nurses in 

South Africa, 
c. 1950. 
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