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• Public health surveillance is the ongoing systematic collection, analysis, and 

interpretation of data, closely integrated with the timely dissemination of these data to 

those responsible for preventing and controlling disease and injury. NB! Using this Data for 

public health action

• Globally, 1 out of 10 people fall ill after consumption of contaminated food, with the highest 

burden occurring in Africa. 

• An effective epidemiological surveillance for food-borne diseases leads to better 

management and control of food-borne incidence. 

• The surveillance of food-borne diseases is a critical component of food safety.  

• Many of the food-borne disease outbreaks in South Africa have been reported by the media 

but are poorly recorded in an epidemiological surveillance system. 

• Food is sold at many informal food outlets and street vendors. Foodborne illnesses maybe 

caused by bacteria, viruses, chemical exposure, prions, parasites  
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INTRODUCTION
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WHAT WE HAVE 
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“to prevent, protect against, control and provide a public health response to the 

international spread of disease in ways that are commensurate with and 

restricted to public health risks, avoiding unnecessary interference with 

international traffic and trade.” 

• Through the IHR, countries agreed to build national surveillance and 

response systems with capacities to detect, assess, notify and report any 

public health emergency of international concern. 

• includes specific measures at points of entry (PoE) such as ports, 

airports and ground crossings to limit the spread of health risks to 

neighbouring countries.      

PREVENT
DETECT & 
REPORT

RESPOND
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IDSR STRATEGIC PLAN
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Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response 
(IDSR) Strategic Plan for South Africa at 

consultation stage

Has three components namely: 

Community-Based 
Surveillance 

Event-Based 
Surveillance 

Indicator-Based 
Surveillance  

Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response 
(IDSR) is strategy to assist member states to 

improve detection, reporting and responding 
to priority conditions 
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CURRENT STATUS ON FBIs OUTBREAKS REPORTED 

THROUGH NOTIFIABLE MEDICAL CONDITIONS 

SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM (NMCSS) 
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Between 1 January and 04 
June 2024, 70 foodborne 
disease (FBD) outbreaks 

from eight provinces.

Most outbreaks were 
from KwaZulu-Natal:

KwaZulu-Natal (31% ; 
22/70)

Gauteng (23% ; 16/70)
Limpopo (14% ; 10/70) 

provinces

For the same period in 
the last year 48 FBD 

outbreaks were reported 
from eight provinces. 

The 70 outbreaks 
reported in the current 
year affected a total of 
1319 cases across the 

eight different provinces.
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CURRENT STATUS ON FBIs OUTBREAKS
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CURRENT STATUS ON FBIs OUTBREAKS
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• EBS is the organized collection, monitoring, 

assessment and interpretation of mainly 

unstructured ad hoc information  regarding health 

events or risks which may represent an acute risk 

to health 

• Serve the Early Warning and Response (EWAR) 

function of the public health surveillance system. 

• EBS approaches: 

• Hotline

• Community EBS by community members 

• Media scanning 

• Health facility EBS 

• Currently picking up and following up on   signals  

detected through these approaches;

• Needs to be formalised/standardised , rolled out 

provide a reporting platform 
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IDSR STRATEGIC PLAN – EVENT-BASED 
SURVEILLANCE (EBS)    
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CHWs/WhatsApp/ Outreach 
Team Lead/Community 
leaders 
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IDSR STRATEGIC PLAN – EVENT-BASED 
SURVEILLANCE (EBS)    
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WHAT WE HAVE – FOODBORNE DISEASE 
OUTBREAK SURVEILLANCE  
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The National Health Act, 61 of 2003 in South 

Africa

• strategy for the prevention and control 

of epidemic prone diseases

Regulations Relating to the Surveillance and the 

Control of Notifiable Medical Conditions, 2017 

were developed in terms of the National Health 

Act 

Foodborne diseases outbreaks are notifiable as 

per the Regulations under Category 1 

(Immediate notification) 
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WHAT WE HAVE – FOODBORNE DISEASE 
OUTBREAK SURVEILLANCE - NMC 
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• Health facility based
▪ Public facility

▪ Private facility

• Role based
▪ National

▪ Province

▪ District

▪ Sub-district
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WHAT WE HAVE – FOODBORNE DISEASE 
OUTBREAK SURVEILLANCE - NMC 
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NMC DATAFLOW PROCESS 
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NEXT STEPS  
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1. Full rollout of 
the IDSR 

Strategic Plan 
which include 
rollout of EBS

2.Engage 
other key 
stakeholders

• Environme
ntal Health 

• Water and 
Sanitation 

• DALRRD

• DFFE

• COGTA 

3. 
Strengthen 

areas of 
integration 
with key 

stakeholders 

4. Leverage on 
existing 

multisectoral-
multidisciplinary 

coordination 
platforms (i.e., 

MNORT) to 
monitor FBIs 

detected through 
IBS (NMCSS) 

and EBS
(community 
EBS, Facility 
EBS, Media 

scanning and 
Hotline)
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Thank You
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