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1. SA Maternity Case Records: 

what is new?
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Handheld case notes
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• Cochrane 2015: Giving women their own case notes to 

carry during pregnancy

• Women carrying their own notes were more likely to feel in 

control

• Wanted to carry their own notes in a subsequent pregnancy

• The risk of notes lost or left at home was not significant

• No evidence of difference for health‐related behaviours, 

depression, miscarriage, stillbirth or neonatal death



Who developed the MCR?
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• National process of update, with multiple inputs from various 
organisations, committees and individuals including:

• Ministerial advisory committees (NCCEDM and NaPeMMCo)

• MRC Unit for Maternal and Infant Health Care Strategies

• SOMSA

• SASOG

• Doctors, midwives, MCWH coordinators from every province

• Expert input from WHO collaborators

• Anaesthesiologists

• PMTCT

• Nutritionists

• Primary care stationery (WC and national)

• Maternal mental health group

• Edited by the national DoH Communications  Directorate 



So what has changed?
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• Cover page

• More information for patients

• Screening for mental health care

• More space for notes (8 BANC+ visits)

• Updated HIV information

• Antenatal card updated

• Duplicate antenatal card (copy can be removed for 

primary care stationery)

• Early warning charts updated (separate antenatal, 

postnatal and newborn charts)

• Mental health and respectful care prompts



So what has changed?

8

• Fetal kick chart added

• Basic ultrasound reports and report page

• New observation chart for doubtful labour

• New interim partogram

• Cardiotocography evaluation tick boxes

• Summary of labour (new definition of second stage)

• Shock index added

• Robson classification for CS

• More space for puerperium notes

• Pre-discharge safety checklist

• New discharge summary

• Separate booklet for anaesthetic charts and notes and 
consent forms
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New antenatal card
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Mental Health Screen
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Gravidogram
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“… simple and inexpensive screening tool and as useful as ultrasound in 

detection of intrauterine growth restriction.” doi: 10.1007/s13224-012-0292-z
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Respectful care prompts and TB screen
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Fetal movement chart (only when indicated)
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Initial assessment
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Basic ultrasound report

242020 Presentation (Draft 2): a re-imagined future



Doubtful labour
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Early warning chart- antenatal
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Assessment during labour
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Summary of labour (second stage definition)
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Summary of labour (second stage definition)
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Classification of shock
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Early warning chart- postnatal
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Early warning chart-

new born
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2. SA Maternity Case Records: 

the surgical insert
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